
Did You Know?  
The West Chester Area School District has a lot to be proud of! Take a look at the info below, 

which notes program and activity highlights, accomplishments, and historical facts. 

 The WCASD educates nearly 12,000 students in 16 school buildings. 

 In addition to transporting its own students, the WCASD transports 4,000 non-

public students each day. 

 The WCASD encompasses 75 square miles in Chester County and a portion of Delaware 

County, covering seven townships and the Borough of West Chester. 

 More than 1,300 people are employed by the WCASD, serving in roles that include 

teachers, aides, support staff, custodial workers, and administrative staff. 

 Approximately 94% of graduates go on to college, community college, and vocational   

programs, with another 2% choosing to serve our country in the military. 

 Juniors and seniors can enroll in college-level courses while earning high school advanced     

placement elective credit and college credit concurrently via a unique 

collaboration with West Chester University. 

 A Career Exploration Program provides students with the opportunity to explore 

future career choices by taking a career education course and/or participating    

in an internship, externship, community service, or job shadowing experience. 

 The WCASD implemented a district-wide play-based full-day kindergarten 

program in the 2017-18 school year. 

 Technology resources, including iPads, whiteboards, and laptops, are available in 

schools across the District. 

 There are more than 900 wireless access points available throughout the 16 

schools and in the Spellman Administration Building. 

 The WCASD has the lowest property tax rate in Chester County. 

 The WCASD budget totals $253.4 million for the 2018-19 school year. 

 The West Chester Area Education Foundation, established in 2010, has provided 

more than $218,000 in mini-grants that fund unique and impactful real-world      

programs, projects, experiences, and activities for students.  

 151 classes have graduated out of West Chester High School (now Henderson). 

The West Chester Area School District was officially formed on July 1, 1966. 

 The arts are alive in the WCASD! All elementary, 6th, and 7th grade students take an 

art class, and1367 8th grade students and 671 high school students choose to take an art elective class. 
1670 elementary students, 711 middle school students, and 460 high school students choose to play an 

instrument.  620 elementary students, 1108 middle school students, and 345 high school students choose 

to join chorus. 

 The oldest operating building with active classes in the WCASD is Exton Elementary School; the 

original section of five classrooms was built in 1941. The newest school, Bayard Rustin High School 

opened its doors in September 2006. Plans have begun to build an 11th elementary school to open 

in September 2021 due to enrollment growing from new residential development. 



West Chester Area School District 
serves a 75-square-mile suburban, urban, and rural region 
in central Chester County, Pennsylvania known for its many 
diversified businesses and beautiful historic countryside. 
The district is comprised of West Chester Borough and 
the surrounding townships of East Goshen, West Goshen, 
East Bradford, West Whiteland, Westtown and Thornbury 
in Chester County, as well as Thornbury Township in 
Delaware County

A $253.4 Million Budget for 2018-19 supports 
close to 12,000 students in ten elementary schools 
(kindergarten through grade 5), three middle schools 
(grades 6 through 8), and three high schools (grades 9 
through 12). The district also provides services to nearly 
4,000 non-public school students 

The Professional Staff , headed by 
Superintendent Dr. James R. Scanlon, numbers nearly 
1,000. Seventy percent hold a master’s degree or higher. 
Teachers, librarians, reading specialists, guidance counselors, 
nurses, psychologists, and specialists in art, music and 
physical education comprise the instructional staff. An 
administrative staff works in the schools and at the Central 
Office level.

Our Diverse Student Body has an 
ethnic distribution of 76.6% Caucasian, 9.1% Asian,  
4 .5% Hispanic , 4 .5% Afr ican-Amer ican, and  
2.9% Multiracial. Class size averages 25 students

Student Achievement  is evident by the 
CollegeBoard SAT scores our students receive which are 
consistently above state and national averages. Administered 
annually in the areas of English language arts, mathematics, 
and science, our students consistently score above state 
averages with the majority of students scoring advanced on 
the the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) 
and Pennsylvania Keystone Exams. Approximately 94% of 
our graduates seek higher education.

District Recognitions include the receipt 
of Advanced Placement (AP™) Honor Roll status by 
CollegeBoard for access to courses and student performance; 
listing of all district high schools in Newsweek’s publication, 
“America’s Best High Schools;” and ranking of our high 
schools in U.S. News & World Report’s annual “Best High 
Schools.”
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Curriculum in All Subject Areas is based 
on national, state, and local standards and reviewed on a 
regular basis. Curriculum development is coordinated from 
kindergarten through grade twelve to ensure continuity 
across schools and grades. District and state assessments 
measure how well the curriculum is mastered.

High School Programs reflect the diversity 
of the student body. Students can take classes in business, 
technology, science, distributive education, music, and art 
courses, among many others, as well as enroll in advanced 
placement, seminar, honors, and academic-level courses. In 
addition, students can take college level courses through 
the new dual enrollment program collaboration with 
West Chester University, where they can earn high school 
advanced placement credit and college credit at the same 
time. The District also offers blended learning courses, where 
students learn part of the time at school and part of the 
time through the online delivery of content and instruction. 
Other educational options are available at the Chester 
County Intermediate Unit’s Technical College High School, 
which help prepare students for a variety of careers.

Gifted Programs are provided for those individuals 
who possess outstanding intellectual and creative abilities as 
defined by state mandates. Each year, individual programs 
are developed for students that provide enrichment and/or 
acceleration in specific areas when the student’s needs are 
not met through the regular education environment.



A World Language Program is available 
to students starting in seventh grade who meet certain 
criteria. These students may begin studying French I or 
Spanish I in seventh grade, and either continue with French 
II or Spanish II, or change to another language in eighth 
grade. All students may begin studying French, German, 
Italian, Latin or Spanish in eighth grade. The high school 
program provides five or six years’ study including Advanced 
Placement courses in French, Spanish, German and Latin.

Technology Resources resources are used ex-
tensively throughout the district to enhance teaching and 
learning. Wireless technology mediates flexible connection 
to the Internet in all schools and interactive whiteboards, 
laptops and iPads are used to create a dynamic learning 
environment. Students in grades 8 through 11 will receive 
laptop computers to use 24/7 as part of the district’s 1:1 
computing initiative. The Bring Your Own Technology 
program permits any student to use his or her personal 
computer in school.

Guidance Services are available to all students. 
Counselors provide academic and career planning, indi-
vidual counseling, and parent and teacher consultations. 
They serve on child study teams, and are liaisons with com-
munity agencies. High school crisis intervention counselors 
work with students, parents and staff on substance abuse and 
mental health issues. All schools have child study teams that 
include administrators, guidance counselors, psychologists, 
teachers and other members as appropriate.   

Special Education programs are provided for all 
exceptionalities through district-run classes, private entities, 
and the Chester County Intermediate Unit. 

Full-Day Kindergarten: The full-day kinder-
garten program in the West Chester Area School District is 
a dynamic, hands-on program that allows children time to 
play – in both directed and non-directed ways – as a criti-
cal part of their school day. With consultation from child 
development expert and author Dr. Kathy Hirsh-Pasek 
(author of Einstein Never Used Flashcards), our kinder-

garten curriculum was built with the knowledge that play 
is a central component of children’s growth. It helps them 
make meaning of their world, learn about themselves and 
how things work, and guides them as they learn how to 
get along with others and develop the crucial social skills 
that are necessary for them to flourish. In our kindergarten 
program, children plan their play scenarios; they take on 
roles, create story lines, and make props as they engage in 
dramatic and construction play. Language skills are fostered 
and children learn to take risks, work in groups, and focus 
their attention in new ways. We believe that play-based 
learning forms the foundation for future academic suc-
cess as our students advance through the grades and face 
increasing academic rigor. 

Community Volunteers assist the District in 
myriad ways. Included are parents who serve in the Parent 
Teacher Organizations, and Home and School Associa-
tions, in each school. The business community is another 
important source of support.Through the West Chester 
Area Education Foundation, partnerships with area busi-
nesses enhance our educational programs and provide 
students valuable business experiences and opportunities to 
explore career options. Many senior citizens participate in 
the district’s Retiree Substitute Volunteer Program (RSVP), 
which provides up to $560 in return for volunteer service. 
In addition, West Chester University makes its resources 
available to the District in a variety of ways

The West Chester Area Education 
Foundation links local businesses with students 
through internships and funding of unique educational 
activities that connect our curriculum with real world 
experiences. 

A Child’s Place offers a child care program at all 
district elementary schools before and after school, as well 
as when school is closed for teacher in-service.

Registration of Students requires a birth 
certificate, proof of district residency, name and address 
of previous school, physical exam report and dental exam 
report, tuberculin test and/or tuberculin risk evaluation, 
and immunization records for diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, 
polio, measles, rubella, mumps, the first of the series of 
Hepatitis B vaccine and verivax and/or a history of chicken 
pox disease. New student registration forms may be down-
loaded from our website at www.wcasd.net by clicking on 
New Student Registration found under “For Parents” on 
our home page. Transfers are handled by elementary school 
principals and secondary guidance departments. A link 
to school attendance boundaries is also located under the 
“For Parents” menu on our website. Attendance areas may 
also be verified through the district Transportation Office 
at 484-266-1040.



Points of Pride
Educate and Inspire our Students to Achieve their Personal Best.

Top Rankings

Newsweek ranks East,  
Henderson, & Rustin

High Schools among the
top high schools locally,
regionally, and nationally

 East, Henderson, & Rustin
High Schools are

consistently ranked among
the top public schools in
the nation according to  

U.S. News & World Report

WCASD schools have been
awarded the U.S. Department

of Education's coveted
National Blue Ribbon Award  

multiple times.

Multiple recognitions as a Best
Communities for Music

Education by the  
National Association of Music

Merchants Foundation WCASD is considered a top-rated
school district according to niche.com

and schooldigger.com users.

Multiple WCASD elementary
schools recognized as having

superior, federally-funded
school programs. 

Charitable Connections



Points of Pride
Educate and Inspire our Students to Achieve their Personal Best.

Student Assessment
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In 2018, 35 WCASD students were named National Merit Scholars and
338 students were named AP Scholars
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Drop down  menu  
to select schools 

WEBSITE HIGHLIGHTS 

Over 60 languages to translate the website  

Our District—find 

Points of Pride, School 

Calendars, Attendance/ 

School Boundary 

Maps, History of the 

WCASD, Contact 

Information, School 

Security (Raptor 

Security), and more! 



Email the WCASD Webmaster 

School Board 

Directory 

Departments 
Directory  

Community— Celebrate 

the Arts!, Community 

Bulletin Board, Realtor 

Resources, Senior Gold 

Card, WCASD 

Foundation and 

Preschool Parents 

Group, and more! 



Fu l l-Day K indergarten  
     
 The West Chester Area School District implemented full-day, play-based kindergarten program in the fall of

2017, with a budget of 1.8 million dollars. The program was built with the knowledge that play is a central
component of children’s growth. Within the first year, the District saw significant improvement in academic

achievement and social skills compared to the previous year’s half-day kindergarten students.

 Increase in kindergarten enrollment in 2017

Charter school enrollment declined by  
students saving the District 

 

Percentage of students
reading at or above

grade level 
Fewer student
occupational therapy
referrals due to greater
emphasis on fine
motor skills

33%

168
2.3 MILLION

87%

Percentage of students who scored 
advanced on the spring writing

assessment

67%
Full-Day Half-Day

40%
Full-Day

32%
Half-Day

8%

33%

by the Numbers... 1, 2, 3

Increase in percentage of students   

 

reaching year-end math standards





 

Join us for educational parent presentations and fun events for kids.  
You can attend any event that interests you - there is no obligation. 

 

Go to www.wcasd.net and click on the Community tab 
Like us on Facebook @WCASDPreschool ParentsGroup 

The West Chester Area School District Preschool Parents Group is a free  

program that offers educational and fun activities for preschool-aged children 

 and education sessions for parents to attract and transition children and  

parents into the West Chester Area School District  

Our goal is to: 

 assist parents in preparing their children for school 

 help families become familiar with the school district 

 provide opportunities for parents to connect with other 

parents 

If you have questions about the Preschool Parents Group contact 

Tammi Florio, the West Chester Area School District's  

Director of Elementary Education 

tflorio@wcasd.net  484-266-1070 

mailto:tflorio@wcasd.net


Let Us Entertain You! 

Gold Cards are available to residents of the West Chester Ar-

ea School District (WCASD) aged 60 and above. This card 

enables its holder to be admitted free of charge to WCASD 

events, which include sporting contests, high school musicals, 

drama productions, and concerts.  

 

To receive a Gold Card, you may either 1) email the form in-

formation below to ehayes@wcasd.net, or 2) complete the 

form below and mail it to the WCASD Communications Of-

fice: 782 Springdale Court, Exton, PA 19341. Please allow 

two weeks for processing. If you would like to pick up your 

Gold Card from the Spellman Education Center, or if you 

have any questions about the Gold Card, please contact the 

WCASD Communications Office: 484-266-1171.

The Gold Card is named in honor of Elinor Z. Taylor for her dedication 

and service to senior citizens. Taylor served as a Pennsylvania State  

Legislator from the 156th District from 1977 to 2006. 

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Phone:________________________________ Age: _________ 

 

!

 

 

West Chester Area School District 

Spellman Education Center 

782 Springdale Drive, Exton, PA 19341   

484-266-1000 



Choose a time and place to help 
a child become a valuable 

asset 
to our community!

Opportunities for you to 
volunteer are available at our 

administration 
building or in our schools!

Earn valuable tax rebate dollars
while helping a child learn!

West Chester Area School District
Human Resources Department

Spellman Education Center
782 Springdale Drive

Exton, PA 19341
Phone: 484-266-1007

Website: www.wcasd.net

The West Chester Area School District is an equal opportunity 
employer and educational agency and affirms that it does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
sex or handicapping condition.

West Chester AreA 
sChool DistriCt

RETIREE
SUBSTITUTE
VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAM

A sChool tAx 
rebAte progrAm

for senior Citizens

(1) Application packets are available 
at the Spellman Education Center,  
782 Springdale Drive, Exton or by 
contacting the District's Human 
Resources Department at 484-266-
1007. Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
In addition to the RSVP application, 
packets include relevant forms and 
information on the program.

(2) Background checks are required for 
all participants in the RSVP Program. 
These checks are easily accomplished 
by completing two brief forms and 
mailing them to the authorities 
listed on the forms. There is a $10 
processing fee for each form, which 
participants are required to pay.

(3) Completed application forms, 
background checks, and a copy of 
your social security card should be 
submitted to Human Resources. 
Following the completion of your 
paperwork, your name will be added 
to our list of volunteers.

(4) Participants must have the ability to 
provide their own transportation.

(5) For additional information, please 
contact our Human Resources 
Department at 484-266-1007. 

It's Easy to GEt startEd!

Rev. 09/17
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For more information on helping us 
shape the future by volunteering 
your time, please contact us at:

More information on this program 
may be found on the district 

website under the Community tab
www.wcasd.net



What Is thE rEtIrEE substItutE 
VoluntEEr ProGram (rsVP)?

The West Chester Area School District 
offers a volunteer service program for 
senior citizens (RSVP) designed to 
reduce their real estate taxes. 
Through this program, seniors perform 
a variety of services in offices and 
classrooms throughout the district. In 
exchange, participants may be entitled to 
a rebate of property taxes in accordance 
with the following guidelines.

 √ Participants must be a home owner 
in the West Chester Area School 
District.

 √ Participants must be at least 62 years 
of age by December 31st of the year in 
which they volunteer.

 √ Tax rebates apply only to property 
owned by participants.

 √ The maximum tax rebate is $560 for 
70 hours of service. Participants may 
volunteer for more than 70 hours, but 
they will not receive a larger rebate.

 √ The rebate amount can never exceed 
the actual amount of taxes paid.

 √ Participants may opt to donate 
their rebate to the School District 
by checking that option on their 
application.

 √ Rebate checks are mailed to 
participants by the end of February 
in the year following volunteer 
service. 

in the ClAssroom:
 ➢ Reading  to or with students
 ➢ Tutoring students in writing and 

mathematics
 ➢ Assisting technology associates 

with troubleshooting
 ➢ Teaching word-processing or 

spreadsheet skills to students
 ➢ Assisting Family and Consumer        

Science classes with cooking, 
sewing, and other tasks

 ➢ Upgrading students' basic skills
 ➢ Helping students with disabilities
 ➢ Presenting a particular area 

of expertise and/or interest to 
classes

in the offiCe:
 ➢ Stuffing envelopes for district 

mailings
 ➢ Assisting office personnel with 

general duties 
 ➢ Greeting visitors at the front 

door of the schools
 ➢ Typing and computer entry

generAl support:
 ➢ Monitoring cafeterias during 

lunch periods
 ➢ Assisting with playground duty 

at the elementary schools 
 ➢ Working in school libraries 

(filing, shelving books, reading 
to elementary students)

 ➢ Volunteering to chaperone field 
trips

VoluntEEr oPPortunItIEs

The following list represents only a sampling of the opportunities available for  
volunteers in our district schools and administration building.

Enrich the lives of our students by giving your time and sharing your talents!
Share your knowledge of the past with our leaders of the future! 
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